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CHAPTER I 
THE ORIGIN, NATURE, AND FUNCTION' OF THE PROBLEM 
Problem raising experiences. As one actively engaged 
in the teaching profession, it has been the practice of the 
writer of this paper to participate in study groups whose 
purposes were to produce more effective teaching programs. 
Through participation in group discussions pertinent 
to current methods in teaching Social Studies, it has 
appeared evident that many teachers feel their children need 
to be taught some history at the fifth-grade level, in order 
to give those children a better understanding of the present 
geography of the United States. At the same time, these 
teachers did not feel that they were in a position to take 
on the teaching of American History, in addition to their 
present program; although this is being done in many schools 
at the present time. "'In a large number of elementary 
schools today the study of geography is no longer treated as 
a separate subject. n·l/ While making an investigation of 
Fusion texts for use by these teachers, the fact became 
evident that there were few such books written at the present 
time. This investigation led to a realization that many 
!/ Mamie L. Anderzhon, "The Horizontal Articulation of 
Geography Instruction in the Elementary School,'' Journal of 
Geography, pp. 101-102, March, 1948. 
geography books contain much that can be classified as 
historical material. 
Crystallizing the problem. These experiences created 
a desire to help the teachers confronted with the aforemen-
tioned situation, and brought to mind the following problems: 
"What historical facts do authors of geography books 
consider of sufficient importance to be included in 
geography books?" 
"Do all authors attach similar importance to the 
facts presented?" 
"Are the facts presented significant enough to 
warrant recognition in the summary, map activities, 
questions, and problem sections?" 
"Do any of the authors use historical pictures or 
captions to promote a more thorough understanding?" 
This study, therefore, aims to produce a worthwhile 
analysis of the historical facts contained in fifth-grade 
geography books, which will be of value to those persons in 
the field of education who are concerned with the selection 
of appropriate geography texts. Today as never before 
teachers are taking an active part in the selection of texts. 
Their choice depends upon the needs of their class and the 
understandings they wish to establish in the minds of their 
pupils. This is a necessary procedure in view of the fact 
that in a changing world it is necessary to keep abreast of 
the changes. 
Geography, like other fields of endeavor has under-
gone numerous and distinct changes. In a changing world 
there necessarily come changes of values; outmoded 
2 
materials are discarded as new ideas and new patterns 
appear. Hence, it occasionally becomes necessary to 
anal~~-the situation ••• to make an inventory in 
order to determine what materials are obsolete, which I 
are currently basic, and which appear on new horizons.£ 
g; w. A. Brown, "Geography and the Geographer's 
Sphere," The Social Studies, pp. 119-123, March, 1949. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
A concentra ted search revealed that there has been no 
research done in the field of historical content in fifth-
grade geography books. Other writers have investigated other 
areas in geography books. 
Stapleton!/ .made an interesting study on "Map Terms 
Used in Eight Fifth-Grade Geography Texts." In sum.ming up 
the findings revealed in her study she says "in spite of 
marked difference in texts examined, there is considerable 
uniformity in the number of types of terms thought necessary 
by the various authors, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • .It became apparent is the course of the study that .mer 
frequency of use is in some cases no index of importance." 
V.Jhen MorganY made his analysis of "Overlapping in the 
Social Studies Courses as Revealed in Textbooks" he did it in 
secondary school textbooks. In his conclusions he .made some 
statements which could very well pertain to elementary text-
books. 
YMary E. Stapleton, "Map Terms Used in Eight Fifth-
Grade Texts," Boston University School of Education Unpublish 
ed Master's Thesis, Boston, 1948. 
?:/c. H. K. Morgan, "Overlapping in the Social Studies 
Courses as Revealed in Textbooks," Bos ton University School 
of Education Unpublished Master•s .Thesis, 1948. 
"The group of books which led in the coverage of 
topics where overlapping was found was the American 
History group. • • • • • • • • •••••••• . . . 
•• The important conclusion to be drawn is that generally 
the amount of sameness is slight. But in definite 
specific instances the amount of overlap is great •••• 
• • All in all, what is really important to note is that 
it is not the textbook which should make courses of study 
but the teacher. But until t he teachers, supervisors, 
publishing houses, and all others which may be concerned 
in this, take note, extr~~e caution should be exercised 
in the use of t extbooks.2/ 
Melbo and Vlatermanit/ report "Pictures have long been 
recognized as an invaluable tool in geography instruction 
especially when the pictures are an integral part of a 
textbook. Consequently, as a part of an evaluation of 
text books in geography for t he elementary school grades, 
a careful study of the pictures included in such material 
is required." 
Although the research relat ed to the historical conten 
of fifth- grade geography texts is non-existent much has been 
said on the desirability of jointly teaching geography and 
history, and their interdependenc e . 
Kusch,.2/ in her "Objectives for Teaching Geography" 
sites a s pecific reason for their interdependence. 
"To teach that the maintenance of the economic and 
social life of the United States and its present high lev l1 
of living is increasingly more dependent on other nations 
of the world." 
1/Ibid., p. 79. 
4/Irving R. Melbo and Ivan R. Vlaterman, "Pictures in 
Our Geography Textbooks," Elementary School Journal, 36:362-
76, January, 1936 • 
.2./Monica H. Kusch, "Objectives for Teaching Geography,' · 
The Journal of Geography, 47:94-95, March, 1948. 
5 
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b It has long geen a recognized fact that there . is a 
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tea ching relationship between history and geography. Many 
people have written their opinions on the subject, some ex- I 
pressing favorable opinions while others give opinions deroga-~ 
tory. 
I 
I 
In spite of the dispute it is recognized tha t this 
relationship does exist, although how great a dependency ther ' 
is, and how and where the boundaries leave off, is still a 
debatable question. 
Robert M. Brown,6/ who was one of the contributors to 
the National Society for the Study of Educa tion, Thirty 
Second Yearbook on Geography, expressed the fact briefly when 
he said, I 
"There is then, no fact boundary to a special subject; I 
all br anches of knowledge contribute to that subject, but I 
there is a boundary to the particular phase of human I 
knowledge that the subject expounds." / 
The geographer as such, acknowledges the use of historT 
ical material in the geography text, but only as an aid to 
furthering a specific understanding. The claim is made that 
regardless of the type of fact included it becomes a geog-
raphy fact when included in geographical texts. 
I 
I 
. · §/Robert M. Brown, "The Relation of Geography to Other I 
Subjects," The Teaching of .Geography, p. 190. Thirty Second 
Yearbook of the National:Society for the Study of Education. I 
Bloomington, Illinois: Public School Publishing Company, 1933 ij Ji 
6 
"A fact or an understanding of history may be taken by 
geography and then become a geographic fact because it 
aids in explaining the relationship of mankind to this 
environment. The geographer is not then including 
history in his subject •••••••••••••••••• 
• .Thus understanding of history or sociology are brought 
in, and since they are environment factors, they become 
integral parts of the geographical argument ••••••• 
• .The contribution of the historian cannot displace the 
contribution of the geographer, and the facts of geog-
raphy may, in like mann~~ be made to aid the contribu-
tions of the historian.l/ 
Interesting to note, after reading the last quotation, 
was the opinion of one who is both a geographer and a histor-
ian. He apparently was more liberal in his acceptance of the 
necessity of injecting other subject matter into his texts 
for a better understanding. 
" "This vertical articulat ion of geographic understand-
ings is only a suggestion of the foundation needed and ca 
be projected horizontally into history8~nits which de velop man's story from a given time.2/ 
A study made by Irwin2/ in 1949 enlarges upon this 
idea of interdependence. 
"There is nothing new about the idea that geography 
is a necessary tool for the comprehension of history and 
the other social studies ••••••••••••••••• 
17Ibid., p. 191. 
8/Ralph H. Brown, "Treatment of Geographic Knowledges 
and Understandings in History Courses, With Special Reference 
to American His tory, "The National Council for The Social 
Studies, Nineteenth Yearbook, p. 261. The National Counc1l 
of The Social Studies, Washington, D. c., 1945. 
9/L. B. Irwin, "Geography and History are Partners," 
The Social Studies, 40:369-71, December 1949. 
7 
History learned without the help of geographical inter-
pretation must be a burden on memory, unaided by a chain 
of reasoning. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • "It is quite possible that geography, at least in the 
secondary school, should not be taught as a course in 
itself, but rather as an integral part of the study of 
history, civics and current problems. Geography for its 
own sake can be difficult for youngsters; it gains mean-
ing when it is taqght to give reality and background to 
human activity.lO/ 
The present study aims to produce a worth while 
analysis of the historical facts found in seven fifth-grade 
geography books and to present them in such a fashion as to 
aid those who are interested in selecting appropriate text 
books. 
10/Ibid., p. 370. 
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CHAPTER III 
DEFINITIONS, MATERIALS, AND PROCEDURES 
Historical. Defining of the term "historical" would 
seem appropriate at this point. In order to more thoroughly 
understand the term one must know what is meant by history. 
There are many definitions given, but those having the most 
bearing on the problem at hand seem to be: 
"History is the record of people as they have risen 
to the point of civilization attained •••• the record of 
past deeds of mankind and of contemporary relations.nl/ 
This record is not merely a listing of facts. It must 
be elaborated upon. The mere listing of facts forms only a 
chronicle. 
History is used· by Herodotus in the sense which it 
has since retained, of a narra tive of events and cir-
cumstances relating to man in his social or civic con-
dition. A record of ~~re facts themselves does not 
constitute a history.~ 
!/ Charles William Heathcote, "Meaning and Interpreta-
tion of History," pp. 5-8. The Social Studies-;-J"an., 1948. 
~Charles Morris, ttHistory," Winston's Cumulative 
LooseLeaf Encyclopedia, 9th edition, 
I 
I 
11 
According to Webster•sl/ dictionary historical means 
pertaining to history, 
In view of these definitions it is easily seen where 
h i storical material may be subtly introduced. 
is often vital to the work at hand. 
This material 
Selection £! Texts. In deciding upon the texts to be 
used in this analysis, those most commonly used and of fairly 
recent publication were chosen. These texts are shown in 
Table I. The numbers used in Table I are used instead of 
titles throughout the work whenever reference is made to a 
particular book. 
Procedure. The first step, after the selection of the 
texts, was the listing of all the historical facts found in 
the books chosen for analysis. Each book was carefully 
searched for its historical content, and each fact was then 
underlined for further reference. When all facts had been 
located, the number of words, used in the presentation of the 
fact, were counted and each fact along with the number of 
words used in its historical description was recorded. 
The next step was to locate any and all questions, 
problems and activities having historical implications. 
These also, were conspicuously marked and then listed. 
The third and last step in this particular portion of 
j) Joseph Devlin, . "Historical," Webster's Giant 
Illustrated Dictionarz, p. 248. 
-10 
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TABLE I ' 
THE TEXTS USED IN THE ANALYSIS 
Text No. Author Title Year 
1 Atwood The American Nations 1943 I 
Thomas 
2 McConnell Geography of the Americas 1947 
3 Bodley North America and South 1946 
Thurston America 
4 Stull Journeys Through North 1948 
Hatch America 
5 Brigham Our Home States and the 1937 I McFarlane New World 
I 6 Barrows The American Continents 1946 
Parker 
Sorenson I 
7 Smith Neighbors in the Americas 1948 
Sorenson 
*See Bibliography for complete titles, authors, publishers, 
date of publication, etc. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
/l 
I 
-
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the analysis was to locate and tabulate, with caption, all 
the historical pictures in the seven books. 
If the facts were allowed to remain in a list, using 
the wording of the author, they would not offer, to the 
teacher, the intended help. It was, therefore, necessary to 
establish them under headings having a universal meaning. In 
light of this the most logical step was the division used by 
the geographers in the presentation of geographical facts. 
These divisions were .used in the titles of the tables con-
taining the historical facts. The facts then nee~ed~o be 
grouped into specific categories. A comparison of each in-
dividual item was made in order to arrive at usable headings. I 
The apparent necessity for this procedure is shown by 
the way in which each book speaks of early Prairie Life. One 
book used the title "Prairie Sod" while another calls it 
"Life on the Prairie." Both of these paragraphs were a de-
scription of early life on the Prairie. 
An even more illustrative example was New York. In 
seven books the same item was referred to in six different 
ways. 
Book 1 
Book 2 
New York City 
Henry Hudson 
Manhattan and New York 
Hudson Mohawk Pass 
New York City 
Book 3 
Book 4 
Book 5 
Book 6 
New York and Its Neighbors 
Dutch Settlers on Manhattan Island 
Settlement of Hudson Mohawk Pass 
The Erie Canal 
New York becomes a City 
New York - Settlement 
New York 
Along The Eas tern Gateway 
Fur Trade 
Logging and Lumbering 
Farms and Farmers 
The End of Pioneer Life 
The Erie Canal 
Manhattan Island 
Book 7 This book makes no mention of New York 
Eventually headings which would show a relationship 
to the importance of the growth of the country were decided 
upon. 
The categories were:-
Settlement 
Industry and Commerce 
Transportation 
Historic Landmarks 
When the recording of facts was pegun another compli-
cation arose. One book mentioned in detail the exploits of 
1} 
the early Spanish explorers. A separate table was made con-
taining these facts. 
The completed tables {Table II to VII) indicate how 
the facts compare. 
When these tables were completed it appeared that 
there should be, in addition to the aforementioned tables 
some material explaining how the authors treat this histor-
ical content. Consequently each book was treated individual-
ly and written up as a book review. 
Closely related to this work were the activities, 
questions, and pictures. Therefore these activities were 
also included in the analysis of the seven Fifth-Grade 
Geography texts. 
The activities and questions were treated in a manner 
similar to that used in the analysis of the historical facts. 
First the activities were listed. Then they were 
divided into five familiar types. Completion items, Essay 
Questions, Reports, Discussion Topics, and Map Activities. 
Added to this list were a few miscellaneous activities which 
would not fit in any group. This last group included drawing 
giving a play and writing a letter. These were all recorded 
as Table VIII. 
The final step in the analysis was the listing of 
pictures having historical significance. These were found 
to be so related from book to book that a list of them by 
14 
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books in preference to making a table was thought best. 
I 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS 
It should be thoroughly understood by the reader that 
although, these facts are grouped under certain headings in 
Table II to VI the material may or may not have been present-
ed in that particular manner. In order to more fully realize 
how each item was presented in the texts it will be of value 
to study carefully, the fact lists, tables, and the individ-
ual reviews included in this chapter. 
In Table II, the numb er of words used in the histor-
ical descriptions in each of the seven fifth-grade texts 
concerning the New England Section are shown. 
In six of the books "The Colonization of New England" 
is given major consideration. Each phase of life in early 
New England is treated carefully. The home life, the early 
industries, trading and historical land marks are all includ-
ed. Notwithstanding the fact, some topics are considered 
with more care than others. For instance, farming, which was 
vitally important to the early settlers, is treated in Book 6, 
in a section containing 300 words, while early farming is not 
mentioned at all in Book 4. 
Another point for consideration is the number of words 
in comparison with the number of topics. 
Although Book 6 uses 2818 words in the historical 
I 
17 
TABLE II 
NUMBER OF WORDS USED IN THE HISTORICAL DESCRIPTIONS 
I N EACH OF SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE TEXTS CONCERNING 
THE NEW ENGLAI\TD SECTION 
TOPIC BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Settlement and 
Growth 
' Pilgrims 200 36 9 303 184 264 11 
Home Life 78 110 282 151 287 
Commerce and 
Industry 
46 Manufacturing 202 100 93 119 
Iron and Steel 38 35 
Leather 25 72 76 47 
Textile 78 143 111 35 
Farming 190 75 146 132 300 
Railroads 81 
Lumbering and 
88 1.38 261 850 60 Shipping 195 252 
Fishing 48 39 69 111 66 438 34 
Trading 54 37 57 200 143 433 
Historic Landmarks 
Bunker Hill 6 
Old North Church 1.3 
Revere House 7 
Plymouth Rock 45 
Boston 54 200 88 
Other Settlements 9 
Maine 67 
New Hampshire 125 
Vermont 88 
Rhode Island 276 I Connecticut 145 
- - - - -
Totals 1046 556 944 1251 1976 2818 228 
-. 
I 
-
description of New England, these words cover only eight 
topics as compared to the fourteen topics mentioned in the 
1275 words of Book . 5. This latter book was written with 
especial emphasis on New England, as it is called the New 
England edition. 
In studying the table it will also be noted that Book 
7 is concerned with only five topics in 228 words. 
In Table III the number of words used in the historic-
al description in each of seven fifth-grade texts concerning 
the Middle A.tlantic Section are shown. Here again we should 
notice how scant an amount of information we obtain from 
Book 7, while Book 6 uses 4499 words in reference to twelve 
topics. The other six books are interested in the settlement 
of now famous cities, while only four books speak of the 
industries of the early days. One of these uses only twenty-
two words in that connection. 
Table III shows clearly tha t Book 6 deals specifically 
with the Middle Atlantic States in much the same manner in 
which Book 5 dealt with New England. 
In Table IV are shown the number of words used in 
historical description in each of seven fifth-grade geography 
texts concerning the Southern States. Here, although, we 
find a total of 1731 words used by Book 6 in elabora ting upon 
the topics of this geographical section, Book 1 covers ten 
topics, four more than Book 6, in 801 words. 
18 
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TABLE I II 
NUMBER OF WORDS USED I N THE HISTORICAL DESCRI PTIONS 
II I N EACH OF SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE TEXTS CONCERNI NG 
'I 
THE MI DDLE ATLANTIC SECTION 
TOPIC BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Settlement 
New York 610 126 275 108 56 100 
Jamestown 15 248 7 
Philadelphia 54 67 90 47 103 59 45 
Baltimore 64 20 78 
Washington 54 40 59 53 102 
[ 
Pittsburgh 114 15 34 220 
New Jer sey 
Trenton 25 
C'incinnatti 138 
Loui sville 175 
I 
Industry 
478 Farming 22 478 
Lumbering 312 
Iron and Steel 112 
I Fur Trading 554 
I Transportation 
Erie Canal 148 283 140 20 454 24 
Railroads 15 17 1659 
Barge Canal 16 
Historic Landmarks 
Mt . Vernon 24 14 
I Montecello 25 
- - - - - -
Totals 1576 625 754 243 207 4499 92 
I 
-
I 
I 
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TABLE IV 
N1ThffiER OF WORDS USED IN THE HISTORICAL DESCRIPTIONS 
I N EACH OF SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE TEXTS CONCERNING 
I 
THE SOUTHERN STATES 
TOPIC BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Settlement-General 96 75 .. 
Florida 50 119 4 50 
Ponce de Leon 50 65 
Charleston 45 70 
New Orleans 58 59 162 36 208 
Savannah 355 
Commerce and 
Industry 
Farming 
281 70 Cotton 25 500 
Rice 59 610 
Tobacco 74 
Forests 85 
Railroads 10 
Inventions 
Cotton Gin 67 24 16 144 75 54 10 
Steam Boat 30 
- - - - - - -
Totals 801 153 497 283 111 1731 60 
II 
I 
I 
Books 2,' 4, 5, and 7 treat from one to three topics in 
comparison to the ten topics in Book 1, six in Book 3 and six 
in Book 6. 
The first three tables show that each of three sections 
of the country thus far ha ve been dealt with in detail by a 
different book. 
In Table V are shown the number of words used in 
Historical Description in each of seven fifth-grade texts 
concer n i ng t he Central States. 
Once more we find Book 6 going to great lengths to 
describe those topics with which it is concerned. In this 
case there are only five; Settlement of Buffalo, St. Louis, 
Chicago, and Farming and Ranching, as cattle raising is call-
ed in this particular book. 
Book 1 again covers more topics than any other book 
and does so in 1406 words. It is interesting to note tha t 
Book 7 contains no historical description in reference to the 
Central States. 
When it became nec essary t o put the historical facts 
connected with the growth of the western section of the 
country under specific headings it was discovered that they 
would not fit under the heading used thus far. Consequently 
a revision of the categories was necessary. Table VI shows: 
the number of words used in the historical description of 
each of the seven fifth-grade geography texts concerning the 
21 
TABLE V 
NID!BER OF WORDS USED IN THE HISTORICAL DESCRIPTIONS 
IN EACH OF SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE TEXTS CONCERNING 
THE CENTRAL STATES 
TOPIC BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Settlement 131 349 186 360 
Buffalo 500 
St. Louis 99 15 541 
Chicago 121 22 504 
Cleveland 
Detroit 
Milwaukee 
Homes 16 
Commerce and Trade 
Farming 595 9 72 318 403 
Ranching 275 
Trade 48 
Forests 8 114 
River Traffic 179 44 100 
... Great Lake Travel 22 35 
Railroads 22 
Louisiana Purchase 181 117 
Homestead Act 43 
1406 511 286 325 678 2223 
22 
BOOK 
7 
34 
168 
202 
I 
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TABLE VI 
Nm~ER OF WORDS USED IN THE HISTORICAL DESCRIPTIONS 
IN EACH OF · SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE TEXTS CONCERNING 
THE WESTERN STATES 
TOPIC BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Great Plains 246 58 200 
Settlement 
Buffalo Lands 44 300 
Rocky Mts. Gold 
246 and Settlement 177 90 
Denver 24 
Western Plateau 
Settlement 200 100 42 
Santa Fe 65 30 14 
Indians, Farmers, 
108 30 93 Herders 
Pacific Borderland 
Settlement •220 120 94 103 
Fur Trading 60 68 
Spanish Mission 110 116 48 100 
Forty Niners 188 92 172 58 400 190 
Mormons 93 84 96 66 107 610 
Puget Sound -
Settlement 156 47 
Transportation 94 
- - - - - - -
Totals 1145 712 738 504 457 1610 293 
I 
-
-
. ............. 
Western Section. 
Examination of the table shows that the entire section 
is dealt with according to settlements. The importance of 
the Morm.ons in Utah is emphasized in six of the books. All ~.· 
these books use approximately the same number of words; 
between sixty-six and 107, while the seventh book treats the 
subject very lightly. 
The "Forty Niners" a typical fact from a history book 
is noticably referred to in six books while we observe that 
only one book makes special reference to the growth of trans-
portation in the west. 
Table VII is included in order to take care of those 
topics which could not be classified in any of the preceding 
tables. A close scrutiny of the table shows that a few of tre 
books make scattered reference to one or two explorers and 
early settlements, while book .three pays marked attention to 
all these explorers and settlements. At the same time Book 7 
introduces an entirely new set of facts, none of which are to 
be found in any of the other books used in this analysis • 
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TABLE VII 
NUMBER OF WORDS USED IN THE HISTORICAL FACTS IN 
EACH OF SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE TEXTS 
NOT INCLUDED UNDER GE,OGRAPHICAL REGIONS 
TOPIC BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Columbus 981 183 80 
Cartier 37 
DeSoto 287 
Coronado 45 
Magellan 114 
Spanish Settlements 312 16 107 
French Settlements 83 117 110 
Jamestown 21 44 
St. Augustine 64 23 
Texas 
Declaration of 
Freedom 
Mexican War 
Gadsden Purchase 
Lewis &. Clark 
Continental Conference 
Totals 1376 64 643 0 341 0 
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BOOK 
7 
54 
151 
156 
116 
8 
123 
93 
608 
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TABLE VIII 
SUBJECT TYPE AND NUMBER OF ACTIVI TIES RELATI NG 
TO HI STORICAL FACTS FOUND IN SEVEN 
FIFTH-GRADE GEOGRAPHY BOOKS 
TOPIC BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BoOK· 
1 2 :2 I:J:. !2 6 z 
Essay Type Q.ues tions 
Indians 3 1 
Columbus 4 
Early Settlements 5 3 1 
Or i gi n of Names in 
California 1 
Forty-niners 1 6 
Hudson-Mohawk 1 
New England 
Occupations 1 3 
Prairie Pioneers 1 4 
Corn Belt Pioneers 1 
Great Plains 
Settlements 1 
Ohio River Travel 1 5 
.~Louisiana 1 
Washington 1 
History of Conn. 1 
Plymouth Colony 1 
Vermont 1 
Maine 1 
Mt. Vernon 1 
New York 6 
Chesapeak Bay 3 
History of South 6 
Ozarks 4 
Early Cotton 7 
Great Lakes 6 
Oregon 5 
Desert 5 
Railroads 7 
Grea t Plain 5 
Completion Ques t ions 
Colonies 4 
New England 2 9 
Settlements on 
Fall Line 1 
TABLE VIII (continued) 
-· SUBJECT TYPE AND NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES RELATING 
TO HISTORICAL FACTS FOUND IN SEVEN 
FIFTH-GRADE GEOGRAPHY BOOKS 
TOPIC .. BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 1 2 3 4 5 
Chesapeak Bay 
Multiple Choice Questions 
Early New England 
Industry 
New Hampshire 2 
Reports 
Our Community 5 
Settlers 1789 
Indians 1 4 
Early ~xp. & Settlements 1 1 
Cotton Gin 1 1 
Settlements on 
Prairies 4 
Early Farm Methods 
on Prairies 1 
Ohio River Travel 1 
Old Ranch Life 2 
Explorers of West 7 
Forty Niners 1 
Mohawk 1 1 
Buffalo 1 
. Erie Canal 1 
Daniel Boone 1 
Cyrus McCormack 1 
Discussion 
Indians 1 
Early New England 
Life 1 
Pioneers in Corn 
Belt 1 
Great Plains 1849 1 
Ozarks-life 1 
Misc. Activities 1 
Write Letters 1 
BOOK 
6 
1 
1 
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BOOK 
7 
TABLE VIII (continued) 
SUB~ECT TYPE AND ~mER OF ACTIVITIES RELATING 
TO HISTORICAL FACTS FOUND IN SEVEN 
FIFTH-GRADE GEOGRAPHY BOOKS 
TOPIC 
Draw Picture 
Indian Section 
Give Play 
Map Activities 
Locate Charleston 
So. Carolina 
Show Unite.d States 
in 1813 
BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK BOOK 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 
4 
1 
2 
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:METHOD OF PRESENTATION OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL IN BOOK 1 !} 
The authors of the first book used in this analysis 
introduce their material by a preparatory section dealing 
with the first people on the continent, namely, the Indians. 
Another portion deals with the landing of Columbus. Still a 
third dwells on the first settlements made by the Spaniards. 
The second section of the book was an overall picture 
of the United States from coast to coast, with historical 
facts inserted where the authors deemed it essential to the 
more complete understanding of the problem being presented. 
The forty-eight states were then divided into five 
major groups. These were then sub-divided into, from six to 
nine, topics for study. In each case the first sub-topic was 
a story of the arrival of the settlers and their establish-
ment of a colony. 
Although each geographic region is sub-divided for 
more interesting study, each one is individually treated. 
In the study of the New England States the major industries 
are listed and the historical element is used to illustrate, 
more vividly, the improvements which have been made over the 
passing years. It is unique in this respect. 
1/Atwood and Thomas, The American Nation~, Ginn and 
co., Boston, 1943. 
II 
I 
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The other sections were divided into natural regions 
and the historical background of cities within the region 
comprises the historical content of such regions. 
The Mormons, in Utah, and the Gold Rush, in Califor-
nia, are two minor topics dealt with in great detail. 
There are numerous review questions or activities in 
this book. (See Table VIII.) Some are map study, while 
others are involved with ascertaining the facts retained by 
the pupil. A total of 545 questions or activities are 
presented. The map questions represent thirty-seven percent 
of the total, or 240 questions. The other 305 questions deal 
with factual study of the geographical content. Of this only 
thirty-three have any reference to history. This is a mere 
six percent of the total. 
These authors also include pictures pertinent to some 
historical fact as shown in Table IX. These pictures are 
widely scattered throughout the book. 
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HISTORICAL FACTS IN BOOK 1 
I. Now Europe Won a New World 
A. News That Would Have Made Headlines 
B. The First Americans 
c. The Twelfth of October, 1492 
D. After Columbus 
a. Spanish Missions 
E. From Colonies to Free Nations 
F. The Early Flag 
II. The New England States 
A. New England Beginnings 
a. Landing of Pilgrims 
b. Building of Homes 
c. Farming 
d. Shipping 
B. Manufacturing 
a. Manufacturing by hand 
c. New England Fisheries 
a. Massachusetts Cod 
D. Forests 
E. Boston 
III. The Middle Atlantic States 
A. New York City 
a. Henry Hudson 
b. Manhattan and New Amsterdam 
B. Fall Line Cities 
a. Jamestown 
b. Baltimore 
c. Philadelphia 
d. Washington 
e. Mount Vernon 
C. The Coastal Plain and Piedmont Belt 
a. The beginning of farming 
b. The tobacco colonies 
D. The Appalachian Plateau 
a. Arrival of settlers 
b. How Pittsburgh grew 
E. The New York Canal Belt and Its Northern 
Borderlands 
a. Erie Canal 
IV. The Southern States 
A. Time of settlement 
B. Agriculture Beginnings in the South 
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a. Tobacco 
b. Rice · 
c. Cotton 
c. Southern Forests 
D. Charleston settlement 
E. Railroads 
F. Florida Peninsula 
a. Ponce de Leon 
G. New Orleans 
V. The c ·entral States 
A. Louisiana Purchase 
B. How the Plains were Settled 
a. Pioneers in the East 
b. Routes Across Mountains 
c. The growth Of Farming 
d. Invention of the Reaper 
C. The Plains of Kentucky 
a. Inhabitants 
b. Railroads 
D. St. Louis 
E. How wheat came to the prairies 
F. The Story of Chicago 
VI. The Western States 
A. Fear 
B. When the Great Plains Were Buffalo Lands 
c. The Rocky Mountains 
a. Gold and the Early Settlers 
D. The Western Plateau 
a. Mormons 
b. Santa Fe 
c. Indian Farmers a nd Herders 
E. Pacific Borderlands in the Northwest 
a. Oregon Territory 
b. Northwest "F's" 
F. Pacific Borderland in the Southwest 
a. Spanish Mission 
b. The "Forty-niners." 
3'2 
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TABLE IX 
HISTORY PICTURES AND CAPTIONS 
' 
. . BOOK 1 
Picture No. Caption 
1. Columbus 
2. Indians who .made their living by farming. 
3. Indians who .made their living by f arming 
4. Landing of Columbus 
5. Indian Missions 
6. Pilgrims landing at Plymouth 
7. Henry Hudson 
8. Hoeing rice on a South Carolina planta-
tion in the early days 
9. Balboa 1513 
10. Victoria, first ship to sail around the 
world 
METHOD OF PRESENTATION OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL IN BOOK 2 ~ 
Many heretofore unmentioned historical facts are con-
tained in this book. The first mention of such facts occurs 
in the introduction to the Gulf Coastal Plain, in the form of 
a word picture of Negro men, women, and children working in 
the cotton fields. Throughout this particular section there 
are many references to life on a cotton plantation during the 
early days of this country, The invention of the cotton gin, 
and the importation of Negros from Africa to work the planta-
tions. This information is not inserted in any chronological 
order, but as it is necessary to the understanding of a prin-
ciple. 
As the authors relate a fact in geography they fre-
quently go back in history to explain the settlement of 
important cities. Outstanding among these is New Orleans. 
Detailed information is given beginning with the first French 
settlement in 1718. 
The capital of the United States receives considerable 
attention. 
The building of the Erie Canal is another event con-
sidered extremely important. In fact the authors give it two 
pages of explanation. 
2/McConnell, Geography of ~Americas, Rand McNally, 
New York, 1945. 
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The geographical content of the book is considered, 
starting with the Florida Peninsula and traveling up the 
Atlantic Coast. When the discussion reaches New England 
the landing of the Pilgrims is told at length. The life of 
these people is explained with particular attention being 
given to the primary industries. Each industry is introduced 
by a short paragraph on the industry as it was in colonial 
days. 
Included in the New England section is a division 
entitled Boston. 
One would expect this to deal with the early history 
of the community considering that Boston played such an 
important role in the growth of the colonies. Quite the 
contrary. It is concerned merely with describing surrounding 
historical landmarks. 
From New England the discussion is directed toward the 
westward migration including the life in this wilderness, the 
hardships endured by the pioneers, and the type of farming in 
which they engage. 
Life along the Mississippi River in early days receive 
considerable treatment. 
The authors of the book being discussed, apparently 
place great importance on dates. This is evidenced by the 
number of historical facts accompanied by dates. A total of 
fifteen such dates is included. 
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There are seventeen major divisions in the book. Each 
one is a natural geographical division. Summarizing each 
such region is a section entitled "I Should Remember.~ 
This includes 125 facts that the authors consider important 
enough to be emphasized. Table VIII shows that only five of 
these facts are of historical significance. That means one 
out of every twenty-five is a history fact; a very small 
percentage. 
Here again we find only a few pictures of historical 
value. (See Table X.) 
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HISTORICAL FACTS IN BOOK 2 
I. Florida Peninsula, Cotton Belt and Coastal Plain 
A. St. Augustine, Florida 1565 
B. Life of Early Plantation Owner 
c. Eli Whitney Cotton Gin 1793 
D. Spanish Explorations-B. Atlantic and Gulf 
States 
E. New Orleans - French 1718 
II. Fall Line 
A. Trenton, New Jersey 
B. Philadelphia - Founding and Growth 
c. Baltimore 
D. Washington 
a. Library of Congress 
b. Bureau of Engraving 
c. Continental Memorial Hall 
d. Lincoln Memorial 
e. Arlington National Cemetary 
f. Smithsonian Institution 
g. Lindbergh 
III. Piedmont Plateau 
A. Planting of Corn 
B. Montecello - Home of Jefferson 
IV. Hudson- Mohawk Pass 
A. Erie Canal 
B. New York City 
c. Railroads 
v. New England 
A. Plymouth 1620 
a. Homes 
b. Commerce 
c. Lumbering 
d. Manufacturing 
e. Fishing 
B. Boston 
a. Paul Revere 
b. Bunker Hill 
c. Old North Church 
d. Boston Common 
VI. Corn Belt 
A. Early Settlers 
J7 
B. St. Louis 
a. Homes 
b. Problems 
c. Indians 
d. Farming Methods 
e. Homestead Act 
c. River Trade Routes 
VII. Spring Wheat Region 
A. Settlement 
VIII. The Great Plains 
A. "Buffalo Lands" 
B. Settlement 
c. Ranching 
IX. The Ohio Basin 
A. Early Transportation 
X. The Mississippi Basin 
A. River Traffic 
XI. The Great Lakes Section 
A. Trade Route 
XII. Western Mountains, Plateaus, and Valleys 
A. Pioneers 
B. Discovery of Gold 
C. Spanish Missions 
D. Mormons 1847 
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Picture No. 
1. 
2. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
10. 
TABLE X 
HISTORY PICTURES AND CAPTIONS 
BOOK 2 
Caption 
Front piece; Columbus, Cartier, Coronado, 
DeSoto 
Map picture showing routes of explorers 
Pioneers plowing farms 
Map picture showing settlement of Atlantic 
Coast 
Dutch on Manhattan 
Early Wall Street 
Early Gristmill 
Map picture of old Erie Canal and New York 
State barge canal 
Cotton picking in the Early South 
Old New Orleans 
)9 
~ffiTHOD OF PRESENTATION OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL I N BOOK 3 lf 
Upon opening this book the child is immediately 
introduced to the historical background of North America by 
a report of the type of country Columbus found when he landed 
The other types of country are to be found along the Southern 
and Eastern Sections of North America and how the type of 
early settlement developed because of land conditions. 
This comparative system of presentation continues 
throughout the entire book. 
One section entitled "Exploring America" acts as, what 
might be called, an overview. It gives a picture of the 
country's settlement according to the land features. 
The eastern seaboard is then treated separately with 
an explanation of the settlements from Jamestown to New 
England, and emphasizing the five most important cities, New 
York, Boston, Baltimore, Washington and Philadelphia. 
This is shown in Table III. 
The authors then give a complete history of the settle 
ment of New England telling why it was the first section 
settled, the obsticles fared by the settlers and how these 
were overcome. Other incidental historical material is 
introduced throughout the remainder of the s ection. 
3/Bodl ey and Thurston, North America and South 
America, Iroquois Publishing Company, New YorK; 1946. 
I 
The explorations of DeSoto, settlement of St. Augus-
tine, Jamestown and Charleston provide an introduction to 
the section dealing with the southern part of this country. 
There is no set pattern of writing in this book. Each 
section is treated separately and individually. Accordingly, 
as has been related New England is treated in detail while 
the section on the southern part of this country deals with 
historical material incidentally. Part of this incidental 
introduction is a paragraph explaining why Florida was 
settled. Any other settlements dealt with are in generaliza-
tions. 
The fourth section covers the central part of the 
country and in doing so tells the story of the people who 
came to this low land country. 
As they move westward in their presentation of the 
geography of our country less and less historical background 
is used, although much attention is given the Great Lake 
Region's settlement and growth. 
In this particular book each section is followed by 
either or both of what is called "Making the Map Tell a 
Story" and "The Geography Workshop." An average of five page1 
of activities are to be found dealing with the material con-
tained in the partion of the book on the Unites States. Of 
this amount only one workshop is concerned with historical 
facts. 
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While audio visual aids are cons idered an imp ortant 
factor in learning , these authors use only nine pictures 
containing historical reference. (See Table XI.} 
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HISTORICAL FACTS IN BOOK 3 
I. Exploring America 
A. What the First Explorers Found 
a. Colwnbus 
b. Cartier 
c. Coronado 
d. DeSoto 
B. Settlers Learn What Crops to Plant 
a. New Problems 
b. Pioneers in the "Cow Country" 
c. Early Desert Travelers 
c. The People Who Lived· on the Land 
a. The Land is Settled 
II. Living in the East 
A. The English Colonies 
B. The Colonies Become a New Country 
c. Colonists Along the Coast 
a. Why the Coast was Settled First 
b. The Northern and Southern Colonies 
c. Colonial Cities 
D. New York and Its Neighbors 
a. Dutch Settlers on Manhattan Island 
b. Settlement of Hudson and Mohawk Valley 
c. The Erie Canal 
d. New York Becomes a City 
E. Philadelphia 
a. Early Canals and Railroads 
b. How Philadelphia Grew 
F. Bal t im.ore 
a. Why Baltimore became a Trading City 
G. Washington 
a. Naming 
H. New England Settlers 
a. Stony Fields 
b. Fish, Harbors and Forests 
c. Early Cobblers 
d. Textiles 
e. Early Dairy Farms 
I. Allegh.eny Plateau 
a. The Blacksmith 
b. "Point" 
J. Settling the Coastal Plain, Piedmont, and 
Mollntains 
a. Settlers in Three Different Regions 
III. Living in the South 
A. First Settlers in the South 
a. Explorers in the South 
b. First Settlements in the South 
B. What the Southern Settlers Learned 
a. An invention that Changed History 
(Cotton Gin} 
b. Commerce of the Southern Colonies 
c. Crops in the Central South 
a. Early Cotton Region 
D. Cities of the Central South 
a. New Orleans 
E. Why Florida Was Settled Late 
F. The Frontier Region 
a. Farmers on the Piedmont 
b. Pioneer Industries 
Saw Mill 
Cotton Mill 
Tobacco Factories 
G. Settlers in the Western South 
a. Settlers West of the Mississippi 
b. Cattlemen and Farmers 
c. Farm Lands of Texas and Oklahoma 
IV. Living in the Middle West 
A. Settlers from South and West 
a. Settlers from Across the Mountains 
b. The Later Settlers 
B. The Corn Belt 
a. Indian Corn 
C. Industries 
a. Trading Posts and Mining Camps 
b. Forests 
c. Farming 
d. Cha~ges in Northern Lakes Region 
V. Living in the West 
A. First Glimpses of the West 
a. Coronado 
b. Drake 
B. The Great Basin 
a. Mormons 
c. Spanish Missions 
D. A Gateway to Central California 
E. The Oldest Farming Region 
F. Lumber 
G. Seaports 
Picture No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
TABLE XI 
HISTORY PICTURES AND CAPTIONS 
BOOK 3 
Caption 
Mission, San Francisco 
Old New Orleans 
Old New Orleans 
Old Cobbler Shop 
Old State House 
The Falls of St. Anthony 
Spanish Mission, Los Angeles 
Mormon Temple 
Indian Pueblo Village 
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!~THOD OF PRESENTATION OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL IN BOOK 4 !( 
· As John Smith2f said, "For as geography without 
historie seemeth a carkasse without motion so historie with-
out geography wandereth as a vagrant without a certain habi-
tatian." 
The authors of Book 4 use this quotation to explain 
their use of material from the field of history in order to 
fulfill the objectives of the book. 
They have divided the book into ten sections. The 
first is an overall picture of the settlement and growth of 
the United States. Contained in this picture are the reasons 
the early settlers had for leaving their homes and starting 
out new in an unsettled country. They then shift to a dis-
cussion of the Indians who were living here when the settlers 
arrived and their mode of living; introducing terms such as 
wigwam, ado'be, and pueblo with explanations. From there 
they delve into a short explanation of the treatment given 
the Indian by the white .man; and how this led to a series of 
wars with the Indians. The Indians are given further recog-
nition in a paragraph called "Indian Reservations." 
The westward migration received very sketchy treatment 
with a mere mention of the fact that an increase in the num-
1/stull and Hatch, Journeys Through North America, 
Allyn and Bacon, Boston, 1948. 
5/Ibid., p. iii 
4.6 
ber of people was responsible for some of them moving toward 
the west where the land was more suited to farming, and where 
there were better prospects for earning a more substantial 
living. The westward movement was concluded by a brief' 
paragraph on the "Gold Rush." 
Each chapter was followed by a suggested list of 
ques tions and activities. This particular chapter contains 
eight such suggestions. Of these only three are even remote-
ly connected with this historical content. 
Most of the books dealing with the geography of the 
United States start with the settlement of the states on the 
Atlantic Coast and proceed westward across the continent in 
the manner . of the settlers. This book reverses the proced-
ures and begins with the west coast working across the 
country to the Southern Sta tes and up the Atlantic Coast to 
New England; paying particular attention to the Historical 
background of the important cities through which one must 
pass in order to cover this continent from West to East. 
An illustration of the way in which the remaining 
historical content is treated may be seen in the study of the 
"Middle Atlantic States." Here no reference is made to any 
event in history until the text mentions New York. At that 
time the authors explain how New York was settled and how 
it grew, in a paragraph of 108 words. Other important cities 
are treated similarly. 
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As was mentioned before, the study of regions is 
completed by a suggested list of questions and activities. 
Of these 134 such suggestions, seven are pertaining to his-
tory. That is about five percent of the total number of 
suggestions. 
There are 355 pictures in the portion of the United 
States and t wenty-two of these are in relation to the histor-
ical content. 
These pictures are listed on Table XII. 
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HI STORICAL FACTS IN BOOK 4 
I. How Our Country Grew 
A. Eurppean Settlers in America 
B. What the Settlers Found 
c. War With the Indians 
D. Indian Reservations 
E. Lowlands Settled 
F. Westward Movement 
G. Gold in California 
II. Pacific States 
A. Lumber 
III. Mountain States 
A. Mormons 
B. Gold in California 
c. Pony Express 
D. Settling of Santa Fe 
IV. West North Central States 
A. Prairie Sod 
B. Prairie Farms 
C. Missouri River Trade Route 
V. West South Central States 
A. Louisiana Purchase 
B. Forests 
C. Inventions of the Cotton Gin 
VI. East South Central States 
A. The "Father. of Waters" 
VII. South Atlantic States 
A. Florida 
a. Ponce de Leon 
B. v'lashington 
VIII. Middle Atlantic States 
A. New York - Settlement 
B. Philadelphia 
IX. East North Central States 
A. Difficulties of Settlers 
X. New England States 
A. Early Settlers 
B. Lumbering and Shipping 
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c. Fishing 
D. Manufacturing 
E. Textile Industries 
F. Leather Manufacturing 
G. Foundry Products 
H. Trading 
l 
I' 
Picture No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
l 
TABLE XII 
HISTORY PICTURES AND CAPTIONS 
BOOK 4 
Caption 
Covered wagon train 
Pueblo Indian women 
Indian teepees 
Cliff dwellers at Mesa Verde 
Navajo women 
Taos, New Mexico 
Early sod homes in South 
Dakota 
Indians on the war path 
Whitney's Cotton Gin 
Early improved Cotton Gin 
"Remember the Alamo" 
Old New Orleans 
Historic Harpers Ferry 
Abraham Lincoln 
Independence Hall 
Early Settlers, Marietta, 
Ohio 
Plymouth Colony in 1622 
Old Ironsides 
. ~~ :=-. . .-· 
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Picture No. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
TABLE XII (continued) 
HISTORY PICTURES A}ID CAPTIONS 
BOOK 4 
Caption 
Whaling 
Great Republic 
Slates Mill 
Bennington Battle Monument 
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METHOD OF PRESENTATION OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL IN BOOK 5 §/ 
This book gives a very brief synopsis of the histor-
ical background of North America. 
In this book an introductory treatment of the early 
exploration of North America, enough to establish in the 
pupil's mind7Jhe European connections of our people, comes first·- . 
This treatment is extremely precise and to the point. 
It states that Columbus reached North Amer ica in 1492. The 
whole topic being summarized in one short paragraph. 
The Indian population is also treated as briefly as 
possible and dismissed. 
The Spanish, French, and English explorers are allowed 
two paragraphs apiece. This is apparently considered suffic-
ient space for these topics. 
The complete discussion of the discovery and settle-
ment of North America covers pages three to seven. Included 
on these pages are a full page map of North America, a map 
showing early claim of the three exploring nations, three 
pictures depicting Indian life, and several questions and 
activities concerning Columbus and the Indians. 
This book is published in several editions each one 
6/Brigham and McFarlane, Our Home State and The New 
World, American Book Company, Boston;-!937. ---------
7 I Ibid., p. vi 
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giving special attention to the study of the section of the 
country in which it is to be used. 
In the New England edition, the section ori New England 
comes immediately after the discovery and settlement of North 
America. The treatment is unusual inasmuch as each state in 
New England is presented individually with its industries, 
cities and towns, and recreation, in addition to its inclus-
ion in the regional study • 
.An "Early History" is given immediately preceding the 
North Central States and Western States. This however is 
much less detailed than the material dealing with New England 
Formal map, and review questions are omitted. As are 
summaries because they'~requently tempt children to take a 
short cut in their study. "Y 
8/Loc. cit., p. vi 
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HISTORICAL FACTS IN BOOK 5 
I. Discovery and Settlement 
A. The Indians 
B. Spanish Explorers 
C. French Explorers 
D. English Explorers 
II. New England 
A. Early Indian Life 
a. How the Indians Lived 
b. Indian Learning 
B. The Early Settlers 
a. The Pilgrims 
b. The Puritans and Later Settlers 
c. Early Industries 
c. Transportation 
a. Sea Transportation 
b. Highways 
c. Railroads 
D. New England Forests 
a. Forests and the Early Colonies 
E. Manufacturing 
a. Cotton Manufacturing 
Cotton Gin 
F. Commerce, Cities, Population 
a. Trade 
b. Nationalities 
c. Boston 
G. Early Settlements in Connecticut 
a. Yale University 
H. Rhode Island 
a. Early History 
I. Vermont 
a. Settlement 
J. New Hampshire 
a. History 
K. Maine 
a. Settlement 
III. Atlantic and South Central States 
A. Cities of the South Central States 
a. New Orleans 
B. Fall Line Cities 
a. Mt. Vernon 
b. Philadelphia 
c. New York 
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c. The Piedmont 
a. Q.uakers 
D. Appalachian Highlands 
a. Pittsburgh 
IV. North Central States 
v. 
A. Early History 
The 
A. 
B. 
c. 
a. The coming of Settlers 
b. How the Land Was Brought under Cultivation 
c. The Great Plains 
Buffalo Country 
Western States 
Explorers and Pioneers 
The Great Basin 
a. Mormons 
The Pacific States 
a. Lewis and Clark 
57 
TABLE XIII 
HI STORY PI CTURES AND CAPTI ONS 
BOOK 5 
Picture Caption 
1. End papers; Covered wagon trail 
2. Front piece; Minute .man statue 
3. An Indian Chief 
4. An Indi an Wo.man 
5. An Indian Village 
6. Pioneer women in Kansas City Mo. 
?. Sod house on t he Pr airie 
I 
I 
:METHOD OF PRESENTA'riON OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL IN BOOK 6 9/ 
It was recognized that the geography of the United 
States today is largely an outgrowth of its geography in 
the past. It was recognized, that children like to know 
how things come about,. why things are as they are. 
Accordingly, the highlights in the historical geography 
of the United States are presented in a simple manner, 
easily understood by fifth-grade children, as a basis for 
the cons~ration of the United States of today which 
follows. 0 
Of the 201 pages devoted to North Amer ica, 93 are con-
cerned with the historical background. These pages contain 
factual material told in narra tive form. in order to hold the 
attention of the children. 
"One criterion was the adaptability of .material to the 
interests and understandings of fifth-grade children.ll/ 
Another motivating influence is the charming illustrations 
done by Mr. Milo Winter, the famous illustrator of children's 
literature. 
The actual setup of this section of the book is inter-
esting. The material is divided into sixteen major chapters. 
The titles of these chapters give no reference to any 
geographical material. They are all in keeping with the 
2/Barrows, Parker and Sorenson, The American Contin 
Silver Bur dett Company, New York, 1946.---
10/Ibid., p. iii 
11/Ibid., p. iv 
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I. 
I 
historical content of the story being told. 
e.g. "Steamboat Days." 
Under such headings the story of the settlement and 
growth of the United States is told. 
An additional feature of the book is the list of facts ! 
worth remembering at the end of each chapter. Each fact is 
accompanied by a ques tion relating to it. 
Following the "Things to Remember About Our Country" 
is a section which gives practice in the use of a map. 
59 
HISTORICAL FACTS IN BOOK 6 
I. Que~tion Confronting Early Settlers 
II. In Early New England 
A. Life on the Sea Coast 
a. Fishing 
b. Whaling 
c. Trade 
B. Inland Villages and Far ms 
a. Homes 
c. Boston 
III. Along the Eastern Gatvveay (New York) 
A. Fur Trade 
IV. 
B.· Logging and Lumbering 
c. Farms and Farmers 
D. The End of Pioneer Life 
E. The Erie Canal 
F. Manhattan Island 
The Tobacco Country (Piedmont 
A. Jamestown 
B. Tobacco 
c. Plantation Life 
D. Charleston 
a. Slaves 
b. Rice 
E. Savannah 
Plateau) 
v. Mountain Barrier (The Appalachian Mountains) 
A. Westward Migration 
a. · Mountain Life 
VI. Pioneer Life in the Ohio Valley (Corn Belt) 
A. Farming 
a. Corn 
b. Tobacco 
c. Cattle and Hogs 
d. Horses 
B. Manufacturing 
a. Flour and Whiskey 
b. Salt 
C. Ship Building 
D. River Traffic 
E. Pittsburgh 
F. Cincinnati 
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G. Louisville 
VII. The Land of Cotton 
A. Money Crop 
B. March Westward 
C. New Orleans 
VIII. Steamboat Days 
A. New Orleans 
B. St. Louis 
G. Cincinnati 
D. Pittsburgh 
E. End of Steamboat 
IX. Prairie Settlements 
A. Prairie Life 
B. Lumbering 
c. Farming 
D. Railroads 
X. The Great Lakes and Their Cities 
A. Travel 
B. Cities 
a. Buffalo 
b. Cleveland 
c. Detroit 
d. Milwaukee 
e. Chicago 
XI. On the Western Plains 
A. Buffalo Country 
B. Cattle Raising 
XII. California and Gold 
A. First Settlement 
B. Farming 
C. Trading 
D. The Gold Rush 
E. San Francisco 
XIII. Winning the Oregon Country 
A. The Oregon Trail 
B. Willamette Valley 
C. Portland 
D. Seattle 
XIV. Between the Great Mountains 
A. Kinds of Cities 
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B. Silver 
c. Salt Lake City 
XV. The Railroads 
TABLE XIV 
HISTORY PICTURES AND CAPTION 
BOOK 6 
Picture No. Caption 
============================II 
1. 
2. 
6. 
?. 
8. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
Landing of the Pilgrims 
An early fishing village 
On Grand Banks 
Early ship yards 
On an Inland farm 
The old Town House in Boston 
Fur traders and Indians 
Cutting timber . 
An old gristmill 
A .trip on the Erie Canal 
New York City when young 
Tobacco plantation 
On a rice plantation 
Early Savannah 
Cumberland Gap 
A home in a mountain cove 
Husking corn 
Feeding corn to hogs 
The first gristmill in the Ohio Valley 
I 
I 
jl 
I 
I 
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Piature No. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
TABLE XIV {continued) 
HISTORY PICTURES AND CAPTIONS 
BOOK 6 
Caption 
An early country store 
Tying up the flatboat for the night 
Early Pittsburgh, at the head of the 
Ohio River 
The first Cotton Gin 
Leaving the Old Family Plantation 
Busy days along the waterfront at New 
Orleans 
The first steamboat on the Western 
A later steamboat 
The River front at Louisville 
A river at high flood 
An early prairie settler, homeward bound 
at sunset 
Fighting a prairie fire 
Stuck in the mud 
The Walk-in-the-Water 
Buffalo in 1825 
Detroit, about 1840 
Chicago, about 1855 
A land of buffalo and Indians 
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Picture No. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
TABLE XIV (continued) 
HISTORY PICTURES AND CAPTIONS 
BOOK 6 
Caption 
Texas cattle, bound for Montana 
Early mission in California 
Gold seekers at San Francisco 
Panning Gold 
On the Oregon Trail 
Seattle, about 1855 
In the desert between the great mountain3 
I 
A booming mine town 
"Before and After" 
On a sheep ranch 
When railroads were new 
The last spike 
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METHOD O,F PRESENTATION OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL · IN BOOK 7 12/ 
The historica l information presented by the seventh 
book used in this analysis was very scattered. The presenta-
tion was made in a unique manner. It was written in the form 
of a narrative. Supposedly a teacher is telling her class tbel 
story of the growth of the United States with emphasis on the 
few historical facts listed on Tables II to VI. 
It should be noted that this particular book merely 
mentioned that the Pilgrims landed in 1620 and that shipping 
and fishing were important industries. 
The story of the first Continental Congress is told; . 
something not ·mentioned in any other book. Another episode 
unmentioned in the other six books was the story of Texas. 
This book contained no historical pictures. 
12/smith and Sorenson, Neighbors in the Americas, 
John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia, 1948.--
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HISTORICAL :B,ACTS IN BOOK 7 
I. How the United States Grew 
A. Jamestown 
B. Plymouth 
c. Continental Congress 
D. Louisiana Purchase 
E. Florida 
a. Ponce de Leon 
b. St. Augustine 
c. Florida Annexed 
F. Texas 
a. Declaration of Freedom 1836 
b. Texas 28th State 1845 
c. Mexican War 1846 
G. Gadsden Purchase 
H. The Oregon Country 
a. Lewis & Clark 
II. The Western State 
A. Gold Rush 1849 
B. Natural Forest - Lincoln 1864 
III. Central States 
A. St. Louis 1764 
a. River Travel 
IV • New England 
A. Fishing 
B. Lumbering 
c. Boston 1630 
D. Manufacturing 
v. Atlantic Coast 
A. Eli Whitney 
B. Howe 
c. Erie Canal 1825 
·n. Barge Canal 
E. Philadelphia 
VI. Wes tward Migration 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
Every one of the seven fifth-grade texts examined con-
tained some historical facts. There is a similarity between 
these facts, although, there is a decided difference in the 
method of treatment. This treatment varies from a few facts 
scattered throughout the entire book to one in which an entir 1 
section of ninety three pages is given to historical back-
ground. 
Table XV shows the total number of words used in the 
historical description in the seven fifth-grade geography 
books used. From this table we learn that the largest word 
count is found in Book 6. This total is 12,881 words or 5,5 
words more than the book in second place. In Books 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 7 the word count runs between 1,483 and 3,862 words. 
There is a noticable contrast between the number of 
words used in the historical description of the South-ern 
States in Book 6 and 7. Book 7 used only 92 words while Bo 
6 used the staggering sum of 4,499 words. 
The figures in Table XV, cir cled in red, are marked 
this way in order to more emphatically impress the reader . wi 
the area about which each book is most concerned. 
In Book 7 the largest total is not circled because it 
has to do with miscellaneous facts and is not one of the 
TABLE XV 
TOTAL NUMBER OF WORDS USED IN THE HI STORICAL DESCRIPTION 
I N SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE GEOGRAPHY BOOKS ACCORDING 
TO GEOGRAPHICAL SECTIONS 
Section 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
New England 1046 556 94489 2818 238 
States 
Middle Atlantic €.?.'0 625 754 243 207 92 
States - · 
Central States 1406 511 286 325 678 22~3 202 
Southern States 801 153 497 283 111 1731 60 
Wes tern States 1145 738 504 457 1610 <ED 
Miscellaneous 1376 64 643 341 608 
Topics 
Total 7380 2521 3862 2606 3770 12881 1483 
II 
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II 
II 
I 
geographical sections. 
This table also shows that three of the seven books 
emphasize the New England area, two the Wes tern States and 
two the Middle Atlantic States. 
Table XVI shows the number of individual historical 
facts treated in seven fifth-grade geography books. The 
totals show that Book I treats more separate topics than any 
of the other books. Here the total is fifty-two topics and 
this number is divided very evenly among the five geographic 
regions. Four regions have ten topics each and one has nine. j 
The other three topics are listed under miscellaneous. No 
other book has as equal a distribution or as large a variety 
of facts. 
In Table XV we see that Book 5 allots 1,:976 words to 
the discussion of New England, and in Table XVI we again see 
that in New England fifteen topics are covered. At the same 
time it must be realized that Book 5 contains only two facts 
about the Central States and two facts on the Southern States 
Some people may be surprised to find geography texts 
titled as such, not as fusion texts, have so much historical 
material. 
The present study offers teachers an opportunity to 
see how much history is treated in seven fifth-grade geog-
raphies and the extent of treatment as indicated by word 
count and the number of topics treated. 
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TABLE XVI 
Nm.ffiER OF INDIVIDUAL HISTORICAL FACTS 
TREATED IN SEVEN FIFTH-GRADE 
GEOGRAPHY BOOKS 
Section 1 2 3 4 5 
New England 10 11 9 8 15 
States 
Middle Atlantic 10 9 6 5 4 
States 
Central States 9 7 3 3 2 
Southern States 10 3 7 3 2 
Western States 10 7 7 6 6 
Miscellaneous 3 1 9 4 
Topics 
Total 52 38 41 25 33 
71 
6 7 
8 5 
12 4 
5 2 
6 2 
5 2 
6 
36 21 
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